A modified technique for the estimation of the number of infective nematode larvae present on pasture, and its application in the field under South Australian conditions.
A modified technique for the recovery of larvae from pasture is described involving two centrifugations of pasture washings in a solution of potassium iodide. On average, the technique recovered 96% of larvae and was simple to perform. At three sites in South Australia (rainfall 550-330 mm year-1), the numbers of larvae present on pasture each month using this technique was compared with results obtained using one or four tracer sheep. The general pattern of larval availability was similar using the two methods, but discrepancies were noted. In some instances, particularly when numbers of larvae were low, pasture sampling underestimated the numbers of larvae available to sheep; in other situations, when the numbers of larvae were high, tracer sheep probably underestimated the number being ingested. Increasing the numbers of tracer sheep from one to four did not appreciably increase the correspondence between the two methods.